









APPROVED

ADAMS ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2018
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman Peter West, Vice-Chairman Brian Tenczar and Members Glen Diehl, Francie Riley, Jake Levesque and Alternate Member Wayne Piaggi
MEMBER ABSENT: Alternate Member Anthony Donovan

OTHERS PRESENT: Dawn Karo; Stephen J. Dadak; Jack Guerino, iBerkshires; Building Commissioner Don Torrico and Recording Secretary Pam Gerry
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman West called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  Chairman West stated that they would have a moment of silence in observance of 9-11.
Continuance of Application of Cumberland Farms, Inc. for property located at 95 Commercial Street, owned by Carol L. Ostrowski and Al’s Service Center, Inc. requesting a Variance under Adams Zoning Bylaws §125-3(B)(2) ; §125-10(1:3,1:4) to allow redevelopment of Al’s Service Center and adjacent land for a retail convenience store with gas stations in an R-4 Zoning District.

Continuance of Application of Cumberland Farms, Inc. for property located at 95 Commercial Street, owned by Carol L. Ostrowski and Al’s Service Center, Inc. requesting a Variance under Zoning Bylaws §125-3(B)(2); §125-10(1:4) to allow a 24 hour retail convenience store in an R-4 Zoning District.

Continuance of Application of Cumberland Farms, Inc. for property located at 95 Commercial Street, owned by Carol L. Ostrowski and Al’s Service Center, Inc. requesting a Variance under Zoning Bylaws §125-3(B)(2); §125-13H(3)(F) to allow a curb cut greater than 26’ in width in an R-4 Zoning District.
Chairman West opened the meeting by stating that the Zoning Board of Appeals had received a letter requesting a continuance hearing for the three Variance request applications submitted by Cumberland Farms, Inc. to December 11, 2018 at 6:00 P.M. by the Law Office of Bacon & Wilson, representing the applicant.

Chairman West addressed Mr. Dadak, an abutter to the proposed project, asking him if Cumberland Farms had “reached out” to the neighbors regarding their concerns.  He responded by stating that he had spoken to a representative briefly on the phone letting the members know that they stated to him that they would arrange a meeting in the near future.  Chairman West stated that the Zoning Board members, staff and the abutters to this project have been “inconvenienced” for many months by the continuance requests made by Cumberland Farms.  He showed concern that they “did not reach out to set a public meeting.”  
Member Riley stated that the abutters’ lives have been on hold by these continuance requests.

Member Diehl stated that the neighbors to the proposed project have legitimate concerns with the plans submitted by Cumberland Farms and they should be given an opportunity to discuss them.  Mr. Dadak
stated to the members that there has been no communication regarding a change to their plans.
Chairman West stated to the board members that they could deny the continuance request being made by Cumberland Farms.  Building Commissioner Torrico explained to the members that town council recommended that the board should not deny the request by the applicant unless their representative was present at the public hearing.  Chairman West emphasized to the board members that they should have legal representation when they have difficult decisions to address.
A motion made by Vice-Chairman Tenczar, seconded by Member Levesque to grant the continuance hearing requested by Cumberland Farms, Inc. located at 95 Commercial Street for three Variance applications to Tuesday, October 2, 2018 at 6:00 P.M., at the Adams Town Hall with a representative present at the final continuance hearing, passed unanimously.
A motion made by Member Levesque, seconded by Member Riley that the Zoning Board members request that the Town of Adams provide town counsel’s presence at the continuance hearing of Cumberland Farms, Inc. on October 2, 2018, and in addition, Chairman West would be given the opportunity to speak with him prior to the scheduled hearing, passed unanimously. 

OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS: The Board members requested that all meeting material submitted to the Zoning Board Office from future applicants be sent to them electronically.  Members agreed that larger plans may be viewed in the office prior to the meetings. Chairman West stated that three copies of all material pertaining to the applicant’s request should be present at the meeting for the board members’ reference.
Chairman West stated that he would like to schedule a workshop meeting on October 23, 2018 at 6:00 P.M. to discuss current zoning bylaws and make recommendations to the Board of Selectmen of these changes.  Chairman West requested that the Planning Board members be invited to this meeting.
Chairman West requested that a formal letter of thanks be sent to Attorney Don Dubendorf.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The board members tabled the minutes of August 14 and August 28, 2018 to the October 2, 2018 meeting.
ADJOURN: A motion made by Member Levesque, seconded by Member Riley to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 P.M., passed unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,
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Pamela Gerry, Recording Secretary
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